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ABSTRACT

The renewed solidarity across movements and borders in recent years underscores the importance 
of transnational understandings of racial justice.  This is particularly true in the current moment, in 
which global crises such as migration and climate change are laying bare the persistent impacts of 
structural racism and colonial subordination around the world.  In this Essay, I argue that Critical 
Race Theory (CRT)—specifically its race-centered lens—offers valuable analytical insights for 
practitioners and scholars working on human rights issues across borders, including migration.  To 
start, I draw from the scholarship produced at a series of landmark convenings on CRT, Third World 
Approaches to International Law (TWAIL), and human rights, held at UCLA School of Law in 2019 
and 2020, to illustrate how a TWAIL-CRT lens can be applied to uncover the racial and colonial 
logics that pervade international law and its application.  Next, I trace the overlap between CRT and 
TWAIL, and highlight important analytical insights they offer each other.  Finally, I use this lens 
to explore my own research, conducted with U.S. and Mexican civil society organizations, on the 
migration of Haitian women through the Western Hemisphere.  Through this analysis, I exemplify 
what it looks like when human rights practitioners and scholars center race, and its connection with 
empire, in their work.
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